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Welcoming and Inclusive Explained 
  

What does it mean to “welcome” someone?  According to 

Dictionary.com, to “welcome” is to “greet (someone arriving) in a 

glad, polite, or friendly way.” Welcoming is kindness. Welcoming is 

freely offered courtesy. 

  

As for “inclusive,” we feel two definitions apply together. The first is 

“not excluding any section of society.” All races, all faiths, all colors, 

all abilities, all identities, all statuses are included, whether they are 

customers, visitors, or staff members.  The second is “including or 

covering all the services, facilities, or items normally expected or 

required.” Whatever the type of business or organization, all goods 

and services provided are offered equally to everyone. 

  

Rainbows mean different things to different people. For some, they are simply the refraction of light through a 

prism. For others, they symbolize a promise of peace. In the context of a Pride flag, the six colors represent 

life, healing, sunlight, nature, art, and the human spirit. All of these meanings are positive, and all can coexist. 

  

We offer these decals to those businesses and organizations who are Welcoming and Inclusive as described 

here, and who wish to make that ethic known to others in the community. The purchase price is $5 each, and 

all proceeds reimburse our organization’s contributions to the decal provider, the Wisconsin LGBT Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

Possible Reactions to Displaying a Decal Other local businesses that display a Welcoming and 

Inclusive decal have received a significant amount of support from employees, new and prospective 

customers, and other members of the public. A limited number of individuals have also expressed their 

disapproval or lack of understanding about the importance or necessity of these decals.   

 

Should your business or organization receive these questions or concerns, it may be helpful to refer to the 

definitions and purpose listed above to explain the meaning and intent of the decals. You may also choose to 

simply state that displaying a decal is a business decision made by the owners/management, and then 

reassure the individual that your services and products will remain equally available to all patrons.  

 

Fond du Lac Pride Alliance will offer our support and assistance with any questions or concerns that may arise 

you’re your organization’s decision to display a decal. We thank you for your support of a more Welcoming 

and Inclusive community for everyone. 
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